THE POLITICAL SYSTEM

in the early cen-
turies A D from the
Church of Constan-
tinople Among
the first acts of the
Soviet Government
was to separate
Church and State
(to disestablish the
Church, as we
should sa}), and to
nationalise all
church-property
Further, religious
instruction in
schools was ended
and religious edu-
cation of children
could only be done
in the home The
Church could con-
duct training of
grown-up persons
who wished to be-
come priests, but
they were not
allowed to run schools for children Religious worship,
however, was not only allowed, but the right to carry
it on was safeguarded by law, and the right to use
churches was granted to any religious community, whether
Orthodox Church or Baptist or Jewish or Mohammedan,
which could show that it had the support of at least twenty
people The right of religious communities to worship as
they pleased was reaffirmed m the 1936 Constitution
Evidence that churches and church organisations continue
unhindered in U S S R was afforded when a few days after
Hitler's attack on U S S R we read in the newspapers that
I2/DOO worshippers in Moscow's cathedral prayed for

THE LATE METROPOLITAN SERGIUS
OF MOSCOW
Until recently head of the Russian Orthodox
Church